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B''QD&$0RA&,-&'S"-&A"+*"08&T?A&(*'-0"C&N,3/'*&?S&U;2&('*&P$A&/'VV$-V&+'-+"AA$'-A5&NP"3&AS/$0&0P"
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Evidence has also implicated OTC as one of the primary actors in the arming of the
RUF insurgents in Sierra Leone. Logging highways into Sierra Leone paid for with
OTC funds, for instance, were widely used for weapons transfer, as was a private
OTC airstrip used covertly to move weapons (Teahjay; http://www.copla.org/
teahjaypart1.htm)

Van Kouwenhoven has a checkered past. Known popularly as ‘The Godfather of
Liberia’, he armed Charles Taylor’s rebels during the Liberian civil war with funds
obtained from timber concessions granted by the Doe regime. It is also widely known
that he helped to rig the 1997 election in Taylor’s favour.

Former Exotic Tropical Timber Enterprise (ETTE) owner Leonid Minin, reputedly
the former head of the Ukrainian mafia, provides another classic case of the ‘new
investor’ who operates in weak states in conjunction with corrupt rulers. Minin, an
Israeli arms dealer based in Ukraine, owned ETTE from 1993 to 1999. Minin’s
primary endeavours, however, were criminal and clandestine, obfuscated, in part,
by the subterfuge provided by his position in ‘legitimate’ timber commerce. His
international criminal record spanned many countries, and his history of involve-
ment in criminal activities ranged from trafficking in stolen works of art to arms
trafficking and money laundering. A United Nations Expert Panel reported that
Minin ‘uses several aliases … he has been refused entry into many countries,
including (his native) Ukraine, and travels with many different passports.’ Other
British reports estimated Minin to operate under no less than thirty aliases, to be
proficient in six languages, and to be earning between $250-$300 million per year.
Minin’s main function for the Taylor regime was moving weapons from the Ukraine
to West Africa and into Sierra Leone in his private jet, which he eventually sold to
Taylor for use as the Liberian presidential jet (Pratt, 2001).3

In addition to Minin and Van Kouwenhoven, several other foreign businessmen
collaborated with Taylor to form the foundation of his corruption network. Talal El-
Ndine, a Lebanese businessman, was at the fore. El-Ndine acted as ‘paymaster’ for
Taylor in Sierra Leone, paying and supplying insurgents, and also paying those
extracting diamonds from that country. Equally important, El-Ndine acted as a
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1. The Cold War Superpowers co-opted many African states as strategic clients. Among the most
significant were Congo, Angola, Ethiopia, and Sudan, all of which suffered great turmoil. For a
detailed analysis of the Cold War’s effects on Africa, see Mark Huband, Rene Lemarchand and
Michael G. Schatzberg.

2. Sam Dokie, Manna Zaykay, Nowai Flomo, Vice President Dogolea and Minister of Information
Milton Teahjay all disappeared or were found dead shortly after criticising Taylor. For more, see
letter from opposition party leaders Siapoe and Konah to party members illustrating human rights
abuses perpetrated by the Taylor regime. Available online at http://www.copla.org/
upplppstatement.htm. Another suspicious death was that of an American known as ‘Bob Hoff’,
who set up a timber firm in Liberia named Interior Timber Incorporated. Hoff’s timber concession
included provisions for training camps for NPFL and RUF fighters. Hoff’s relations with Taylor
soured when Hoff excluded Taylor from a large transaction in Sinoe County. The NPFL ambushed
and killed Hoff and everyone travelling with him. For more, see Global Witness, ‘Murder and
Intrigue in the Logging Industry’, The Usual Suspects, pp. 21.

3. Evidence in Pratt, many news sources, and in the United Nations Panel of Exports Report
appears to be legitimate. As the Washington Post reported, a source with direct knowledge of
Taylor’s dealings said: ‘Taylor and his circle were deeply shaken by the report because someone
high in his government obviously gave [the investigators] very good information. It is full of truth’
(31 January 2001).
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